EPISTLE Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:1-10

BRETHREN, working together with him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in
vain. For he says, "At the acceptable time | have listened to you, and helped you on the day of
salvation.” Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no
obstacle in any one's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God
we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calami-
ties, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbear-
ance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute
and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known;
as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

TODAY'S READER: GARY KENT

GOSPEL Matthew 9:27-35

At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, "Have
mercy on us, Son of David." When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus
said to them, "Do you believe that | am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." Then he
touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith be it done to you." And their eyes were
opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, "See that no one knows it." But they went away and
spread his fame through all that district. As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was
brought to him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds
marveled, saying, "Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, "He casts
out demons by the prince of demons.” And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every
infirmity among the people.

40 DAY BLESSING
A 40-Day Blessing will be given to the child of
God, Michael George, precious son of George
and Stamatia Athas. May God grnat him many

CHALLENGE LITURGY
The monthly Challenge Liturgy will be of-
fered this Saturday, July 17, at 9:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by fellowship in Founders’ Hall. Join
us for this special celebration for those who

are intellectually and/or physically chal-

lenged.
MEMORIALS

A Memorial Service will be offered today for

UPCOMING FEAST DAY
TUESDAY, July 20, is the Feast of the
Holy Prophet Elias. Orthros will be at 8:30
a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.

Michel Matsangakis (18 Years), requested by
her sister Maria Comninos, her brother Pierre
Matsangakis, her mother Sophia Matsangakis,
and her son, Nicholas Matsangakis. May her
memory be eternal!

THE HOLY GREAT
MARTYR
ST. EUPHEMIA THE
ALL-PRAISED

Saint Euphemia is com-
" | memorated on Septem-
ber 16, the day on
which she was mar-
| tyred. On this day, how-
Bl ever, is commemorated
the miracle surrounding
her honorable relics, which was manifested at the
time of the Fourth Ecumenical Council in Chal-
cedon. This Council was convened during the
reign of Emperor Marcian and the Empress Pul-
cheria in the year 451 A.D., after the death of
Emperor Theodosius the Younger. The reason for
summoning this Council was the heresy of Dio-
scorus, the Patriarch of Alexandria and Eutyches,
an Archimandrite from Constantinople, who
spread the false teaching that in Christ the Lord
there were not two natures, divine and human,
but only one, a divine nature. At this Council
Anatolius, Patriarch of Constantinople, and Juv-
enal, Patriarch of Jerusalem, played the most
prominent roles. Because a conclusion could not
be reached through debates and testimonies from
either side, Patriarch Anatolius motioned that the
Orthodox and the heretics write down their con-
fessions of faith and then place them in the sar-
cophagus where the relics of St. Euphemia re-
posed. They all agreed to this. Therefore, the two
confessions of faith were written and placed on
the bosom of the great female martyr. The sar-
cophagus was closed, sealed with the emperor's
seal and military guards were appointed. All of
them spent three days in prayer and fasting.

When they opened the sarcophagus on the fourth
day, they saw the Orthodox confession of faith in
the right hand of the saint and the heretical con-
fession of faith under her feet. Thus the dispute,
through the power of God, was decided in favor
of Orthodoxy. During the reign of Emperor Hera-
clius, the relics of St. Euphemia were translated
from Chalcedon to Constantinople to the church
dedicated to her near the Hippodrome. The
iconoclastic Emperor Leo the Isaurian ordered
that these relics be tossed into the sea but, in a
miraculous manner, the sarcophagus was trans-
lated to the island of Lemnos and placed in the
church of the great female martyr Glyceria. Then,
during the reign of the Empress Irene, the sar-
cophagus with the relics of St. Euphemia was
again returned to Constantinople to its former
place. Blood flowed from these relics from time
to time which helped those who were ill or in mis-
ery.

F THE HARBOR
— OF SILENCE

Ss. Barsenuphius and John

it is a prey to dangers
and winds. When it
reaches a calm and
" peaceful harbor, it no
longer fears dangers, calamities or winds, but
remains safe. In the same way, while you are
among men you must expect tribulation, dan-
gers and mental buffetings. But when you reach
the harbor of silence prepared for you, then you
will have no fear.

PRAYER LIST: Antonia “Nitsa” Kempf, Connie Kanaris, Diana Lazar, George Markomanolakis, Argie Palaios,
Katherine Panagakos, Priscilla Preuss, George Virvan, Sylvia Basdekas, George Speris, Mariah Smiley, Doris
Webb, the child Camille Feruzzi who is gravely ill, the child Heather Greene, Irene Pappas, Marty Levine,
Lindsey Reijsoo, the child Ashley Lyvers, the child Alexis Ross, Joseph Papadakis, Marilyn Kauffman, the child
Joseph Saxon, Francine Bruggeman, Estrella Grandea Ocampo, Stephanie Skanderis, Georgia Haldas, Eric Ricasa,
Theodosia Karmiris, and Robert Shriver. us ARMED FORCES: (Col.) Fr. Alexander Webster, Rev. Fr. John
Kalantzis, Lt. Nicholas Karnaze, Spc. Spiro Nino, John Xanthakos, Colonel James Karas, and Gary Hogman
(Irag) and his wife Cindy, and 2nd Lt. Phillip Natsios




PASTORAL VISITATIONS
Please inform the Church Office 301-469-7990 (ext 300) of any loved ones who are hospitalized or “shut-ins,” so they may be
visited and receive the grace of Holy Communion.

SUMMER YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Camp Good Shepherd, which is the summer camp of the Metropolis of New Jersey and located in
Branchville, NJ, will be holding two sessions for GOY A aged persons (12-18) and one session for JOY
aged children (7-11). The first GOY A session is from July 11-17 and the second session is from July 18-
24. The JOY session is from July 25-31. For further information and for registration forms, please visit the
Metropolis of New Jersey website: www.nj.goarch.org, or contact Fr. George: frgeorge@stgeorge.orag.

lonian Village, the official summer camp of our Archdiocese, will be holding two summer sessions for
GOYA aged youths. Session 1 will be held from July 1-20 and session 2 from July 25 through August

15. For further information and registration forms, please visit the website www.ionianvillage.org, or con-
tact Fr. George: frgeorge@stgeorge.org.

A REMINDER
When you make your stewardship offerings by check, PLEASE REMEMBER TO
WRITE ON THE MEMO LINE “2010 STEWARDSHIP.” Checks are coming in
without ANY identification or with “Donation” written on them. Please assist our
financial staff by indicating that your offering is TOWARDS STEWARDSHIP —
otherwise the offerings will be placed in the general fund rather than under your
stewardship pledge. Many thanks!

ST. GEORGE BULLETIN

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF
ST. MATTHEW

JuLy 11, 2010

We hear in today’s Gospel passage from St. Matthew of
the great healing power of Jesus. First, he heals the
blind men who follow him begging for mercy. Jesus
confronts them: DO YOU BELIEVE THAT I CAN DO
THIS? They confess Him as Lord and are healed. Je-
sus also cures the demoniac who has not ever spoken a
word in his life. The Lord of mercy reaches out to those
who are broken — but demands the confession of faith.
So it is with us. Jesus reaches out to heal our brokenness
but confronts us with the question: DO YOU BELIEVE
THAT | CAN DO THIS? To be healed by the Son of
God we must live a life of faith. We must be willing to
to shape our daily living in light of our Orthodox belief,
and not try to “fit” our belief into our busy schedules.
We must come to Jesus in honesty and truth — for al-
ready He knows all. Today’s lesson is a caution against
spiritual blindness — we must se ourselves openly and
in truth if we are to find the healing that Jesus promises.

Resurrectional Apolytikion

When the angelic powers ap-
peared at Your grave, the soldiers
guarding it feared and became as
dead. And standing by the sepul-
cher was Mary who was seeking
Your immaculate body. You dev-
astated Hades, not afflicted by it.
You went to meet the virgin, and
granted eternal life. You resur-
rected from the dead. O Lord,
glory to You.

Apolytikion to St. Euphemia

O Euphemia, Christ's comely
virgin, thou didst fill the Ortho-
dox with gladness and didst
cover with shame all the heretics;
for at the holy Fourth Council in
Chalcedon, thou didst confirm
what the Fathers decreed aright.
O all-glorious Great Martyr, do
thou entreat Christ God that His
great mercy may be granted unto
us.
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